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Residents of the small southwest Kendall County town of Newark may be apprehensive about growth coming to their area, but a consultant hired by the village recently told them that they can control the type of growth their town will see.

Paul Bednar, an Elgin-based planning consultant, hosted three presentations at the town's public library last Wednesday to outline the different styles of development in an area new to such concepts.

Bednar was hired by the village to help draft an updated comprehensive plan and guide the village through its land planning process.

Approximately 60 people attended the three presentations last week, and community workshops will be held in the next month or so, although Bednar said specific dates for the workshop meetings have not been determined.

Bednar told the audience that there are different types of growth from new development.

For instance, Bednar said "no growth" is an option. However, to simply stop growth the town would have to consider boundary agreements with nearby cities that "keep development as far away as possible from Newark." Also, residents would have to understand that they would still see the traffic impact from growth in other towns, but without the tax revenue generated had it developed within Newark.

Bednar said all of the landowners surrounding the village would have to agree to "say no" to development, and the village would have to be satisfied with its current waste water treatment and water systems and other infrastructure.

However, if the residents accept that growth is coming, then they can plan for either what Bednar called "sensible growth" or "conventional growth."
Sensible growth "encourages efficient land use, the retention of public open space and the preservation of open features" and also "discourages sprawl," according to Bednar.

A sensibly designed development, Bednar noted, encourages "walkable" neighborhoods with different types of housing, such as single family homes and townhomes, mixed together. At the same time, these types of developments maintain a "small town" atmosphere, by keeping public and government buildings in a downtown area and designing commercial retail areas along a main street rather than in a conventional strip mall.

A "traditional neighborhood design," Bednar pointed out, calls for homes to be designed with front porches and shorter front yards to bring the homes closer to the sidewalk. It allows for a better neighborhood feel, he said.

Items such as designing homes with garages toward the back, rather than emphasized in the front of the house, are included in traditional-style neighborhoods, Bednar said.

Also, Bednar pointed to allowing rental properties such as apartments to locate above businesses in downtown or "main street" areas. The apartment gives the business owner another stream of revenue and helps him or her stay in business, he said.

Bednar said traditional neighborhood developments also encourage different types of businesses, including government offices, professional offices and retail stores, to locate in downtown areas.
